Letter from Audra Parker, President & CEO 2025 Year in Review

Dear Friends,

As 2025 comes to a close, | want to reflect on the progress we've made together in
our efforts to permanently protect Nantucket Sound. Thanks to your steadfast support,
we end the year with optimism, momentum, and a strong vision for all that lies ahead
in 2026.

At the heart of our mission is designating Nantucket Sound as a National Historic Landmark (NHL).
NHLs are places of exceptional value that tell America’s story. For example, Amalik Bay in Alaska was
designated an NHL to honor its cultural and environmental importance. Other sites such as Plattsburgh
Bay in New York and Valcour Bay on Lake Champlain have also earned this distinction. These landmarks
are recognized for their historic, cultural, and environmental significance and are afforded the highest
level of protection in our nation.

Mantucket Sound deserves this same honor. It is a sacred place to the Wampanoag people, a site of
extraordinary maritime history, a thriving ecosystem, and a central part of our culture and economy.
NHL designation will protect existing uses such as fishing and recreation and safeguard the Sound for
generations to come, beyond the ebb and flow of changing political administrations.

Beyond our efforts to achieve NHL status, 2025 was a year of strong community connection. From
summer events to educational programs, we built a broad coalition of nearly 100 stakeholders at
the local, state, federal, and tribal level—including municipalities, chambers of commerce, historic
preservation groups, environmental organizations, and many others—representing hundreds of
thousands of individuals. We will carry this momentum forward with optimism and a steadfast
commitment to protecting Nantucket Sound.

Mone of this would be possible without you, Every milestone reached is fueled by the generosity of our
donors and friends. As the only organization solely dedicated to the permanent protection of Mantucket
Sound, we rely on your support to keep this mission moving forward.

I invite you to help us end 2025 with strength and purpose. Please consider making a generous, tax-
deductible gift today toward our efforts to secure NHL designation. You may use the QR code, visit our

website at www.saveoursound.org/donate, or use the enclosed reply card.

| wish you and your loved ones a joyful holiday season and the very best in the new year. Together, we
will make history by protecting Mantucket Sound for generations to come!

With gratitude, Donate Today!
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CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

OF OUR ACONS WEBINAR SERIES

Launched in September 2020, ACONS (A Celebration of Nantucket Sound) has become one of the
Alliance’s most successful and beloved programs. This free educational webinar series was created
to celebrate the Sound's exceptional environment, rich maritime and tribal history, and economic
importance to the Cape and Islands—all from the comfort of home.

Owver the past five years, ACONS has welcomed 5,000+ registrants to more than 30 webinars, each
featuring renowned experts sharing their knowledge and passion for this unique body of water. Together,
we've explored the Sound's marine mammals, shipwrecks, lighthouses, oysters and squid, the Blue
Economy, tribal history, the Kennedy family legacy, recreational fishing, and so much more.

2025 was another exciting year, with fascinating presentations on bird banding, the cultural ties between
Cape Cod and the Azores, the science of oysters, climate challenges affecting the Sound, and other
topics that captivated our community. These webinars continue to bring people together to learn,
connect, and celebrate Nantucket Sound, reinforcing why this body of water must be protected for
g&neratic:ns to Ccome.

Looking ahead, we hope that you will register for our first two webinars of 2026:

» The Invasive Green Crab Species (January 22)

» Botany and New England Flora Around the Sound (March 19)

We invite you to register for these upcoming webinars at www.saveoursound.org/acons. You can also
view any of our past webinars by visiting that link—or on our YouTube page.

We are deeply grateful to all our speakers, supporters, and participants who have helped make ACONS a
success for five years running—and we can't wait to continue learning with you in 2026!

Some Kind Words on Our ACONS Series
“l attended the webinar on the Kennedys and absolutely loved it!" - Lori

“A great presentation on sea turtles. Great pictures and videcs. We really enjoyed it.” - Richard & Evelyn

“Thank you for the ever-so informative program about horseshoe crabs. | am looking forward to the

snowy Owl program.” - Rebecca

“Thank you for the Wampanoag perspective. | enjoyed it very much.” - Sue

“Steamboats and Ferries was an excellent program. Thank you for making these available!” - Sandra




Our Coalition of Support: United for Nantucket Sound
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We Support the Designation of Nantucket Sound as a National Historic Landmark!
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The Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound continues to build and strengthen a broad and diverse coalition
of nearly 100 stakeholder organizations who share a common goal: the permanent protection and
recognition of Nantucket Sound as a National Historic Landmark.

This network of partners includes historic preservation groups, tribal entities, commercial fishermen,
chambers of commerce, environmental organizations, and many others,

As our coalition grows, so too does our collective impact. Every new voice adds strength to this
movement and reinforces what we already know—Nantucket Sound is more than a body of water; it is
the heart of our coastal heritage.

JOIN OUR COALITION!

If your organization or business shares our vision for a permanently protected Nantucket Sound, please
contact us to learn how you can add your voice to this growing effort. Call (508-775-9767) or email Sandy
Taylor (sandyt@saveoursound.org).




Did You Know?

o

Mantucket Sound spans 1,300 square miles and is bordered by Cape Cod, Martha's Vineyard, and
Mantucket—a unique coastal ecosystem found nowhere else in the world.

MNantucket Sound was determined to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in 2010
by the U.S Department of the Interior as a Traditional Cultural Property due to its cultural significance
to the Wampanoag Tribes.

Nantucket Sound provides critical habitat for more than 100 species of fish and supports thriving
shellfish beds—including oysters, quahogs, and bay scallops—suppoerting the local economy and
naturally filtering millions of gallons of seawater each day.

Mare than 1,000 shipwrecks are believed to lie beneath Nantucket Sound's waters, making it one of
the richest maritime archaeological areas in the nation.

Mantucket Sound is part of the Atlantic Flyway, a major migratory route for countless bird species.
Each fall, thousands of seabirds, shorebirds, and waterfowl pass through the Sound.

FOR FUTURE GENERATION S+

Support our efforts to designate Nantucket Sound as a National Historic Landmark.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Find us at; E @saveoursound_ b @S052day f @saveoursound % savegursound.org



