Alliance News & Notes

As we reach the close of 2025 and gather with friends, family,
and loved ones, | want to extend my warmest wishes to each of
you for a joyful and peaceful holiday season. This time of year
is always a moment for reflection, gratitude, and renewed hope
—and | am grateful for the extraordinary community that
continues to stand with us in our work to protect and preserve
Nantucket Sound.

Looking back, it has been a year of great progress and
meaningful strides toward our shared goal of securing National
Historic Landmark designation for the Sound. From expanding
our coalition of nearly one hundred stakeholder organizations,
i : to elevating public awareness, to gaining state and local
support from elected officials, each step forward has been possible because of

supporters like you. Your voices, your generosity, and your unwavering commitment
have kept this mission moving forward.

Looking ahead, 2026 promises to be a pivotal year—a year in which momentum continues
to build, partnerships deepen, and opportunities grow. We enter the new year with
optimism and determination, knowing that together we are closer than ever to ensuring
permanent recognition and protection for this irreplaceable national treasure.



As we celebrate the season of giving, | hope you will consider making a gift to the
Alliance, if you have not already done so. Your tax-deductible contribution directly
supports our ongoing efforts to secure National Historic Landmark designation for
Nantucket Sound—a step that will safeguard its natural beauty, cultural legacy, and
ecological importance for future generations. And please be sure to read our end-of-year
newsletter. If you did not receive one in your mailbox, you can easily join our mailing list
by visiting our website (www.saveoursound.org/join-us/).

On behalf of all of us at the Alliance, thank you for standing with us. We truly could not
do this work without you. May the year ahead be filled with hope, good health, and
continued progress for Nantucket Sound.

With gratitude and best wishes,

Audra Parker, President & CEO
Save Our Sound

Holiday Cheer Around Nantucket Sound

With holiday season in full swing, there’s no
better way to celebrate than by exploring the
charming towns and festive traditions along
Nantucket Sound. From sparkling lights to
seasonal markets, these holiday highlights will
fill your December with joy:

1. Hyannis Harbor Lights and Boat Parade

Overlooking Nantucket Sound, Hyannis Harbor comes alive during the season with its
annual holiday boat parade on Saturday, December 6 at 4pm. Festively lit boats cruise
through the harbor, creating a magical sight. Visitors can also enjoy live music, local
vendors, and holiday treats along the waterfront. The Holiday Stroll on Hyannis Main
Street is also on December 6 and takes place from 10am-7pm.
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2. Christmas in Edgartown

This award-winning event invites visitors to enjoy Edgartown’s quaint streets decked out
in holiday cheer, from December 11-14. Situated near Nantucket Sound, the 44th Annual
Christmas in Edgartown includes festive strolls, a holiday parade, visits with Santa, and
the lighting of the Edgartown Lighthouse. It’s a magical time to experience the charm of
Martha’s Vineyard.

3. Falmouth's Holidays by the Sea

This beloved celebration includes a weekend of events (December 5-7), including the
annual Falmouth Christmas Parade, one of the largest in the region. Located near the
shores of Nantucket Sound, visitors can also see the illuminated Nobska Lighthouse and
enjoy seasonal activities like tree lightings and festive markets.

4. Nantucket's Christmas Stroll

Nantucket’s 51st Annual Christmas Stroll transforms the island into a winter
wonderland, December 5-7. The downtown area, overlooking Nantucket Harbor and
Sound, is adorned with holiday lights and decorations. Visitors can enjoy carolers, a visit
from Santa arriving by boat, and the island’s unique festive charm. Don’t miss the
decorated Christmas trees and the special holiday shopping opportunities.

If you are interested in discovering more sites and places of interest around Nantucket
Sound, please visit our website (www.saveoursound.org/explore) for more ideas.

This month, we put a spotlight on Erica Ashton, the Executive
Director of the Martha's Vineyard Chamber of Commerce. Erica
has enjoyed a distinguished 20+ year career in media and
advertising sales, most recently serving as VP Head of Sales at
The Arena Group. After fulfilling a lifetime dream to live on
Martha’s Vineyard, she and her husband moved to the island
full-time in 2019. Residing in Edgartown with her husband, Chef
Jon Ashton, and their beloved labradoodle, Eleanor Rigby, Erica
is passionate about supporting local businesses and enhancing
the economic vitality of the community she cherishes. As an avid
traveler, she’s excited about promoting Martha’s Vineyard
globally as a premier destination. Outside of work Erica loves
yoga, tablescaping, and gardening.
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1. What does Nantucket Sound mean to you?

Nantucket Sound feels like the heartbeat of our region—it’s what connects us to the Cape,
to Nantucket, and to each other. For me, it’s not just the waterway we cross, it’s a symbol
of community, resilience, and the beauty that makes people fall in love with this corner of
New England.

2. What are your favorite spots to visit around Nantucket Sound?

| love being anywhere along the Sound where you can watch the ferries and fishing boats
go by. Spending time driving onto Norton Point with the top down on my Jeep with
friends, good food, and a swim is always a highlight for me. And honestly, there’s nothing
quite like catching a sunset over the water. It's pure magic!

3. Can you tell us a bit about your work at the Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce,
and your role at the Chamber?

At the Chamber, we’re all about promoting Martha’s Vineyard as a year-round destination
while supporting the businesses that make our Island so special. Our mission is to
strengthen the local economy, tell the story of the Vineyard in fresh and creative ways,
and provide resources to our members. In my role, | get to wear a lot of hats—from event
planning and marketing campaigns to partnerships and advocacy. But at the end of the
day, it’s all about showcasing the Island and supporting the community.

4. What are some fun events that the Chamber will be hosting this holiday season, and
at the beginning of the new year, that we can look forward to?

The holidays are always such a joyful time for us, and Christmas in Edgartown

(organized by the Edgartown Board of Trade) remains one of the signature Island holiday
celebrations. This year, the Chamber is collaborating to include our very first Very
Vineyard Holiday booth and a special Fur-Ever Tree, honoring beloved pets who have
passed on, with a portion of the proceeds going to the Animal Shelter. Looking ahead to
the new year, we’re eager to expand networking opportunities for our members through
the Business After Hours series while also building momentum for big projects like the
Visitor Center remodel, new culinary events, and more.

5. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

I'm happiest when I’m outside, gardening, hiking with my dog, Eleanor Rigby, or hosting
friends for dinner. | also love traveling with my husband, Jon, and exploring food,
culture, and new experiences wherever we go. At home, | have a soft spot for
entertaining and tablescaping and love parties that end with dancing.

*To read all about the Chamber's Holiday Events & Happenings, visit their website at
www.mvy.com.
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