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As we begin a new year, it is worth reaffirming why permanent
protection for Nantucket Sound matters—not just in the
context of policy or legislation, but in the broader sense of
who we are as a coastal community and why Nantucket Sound
holds such an enduring place in our shared story.

For more than two decades, since our founding in 2002, the
Alliance has remained committed to protecting Nantucket
Sound because it is far more than a body of water. It is a place
where American history, tribal heritage, and coastal culture
intersect. The Sound has anchored the traditions, economies,
and identities of the Cape and Islands for centuries. It

continues to sustain our fisheries, shape our shorelines, and inspire generations who live
here or return year after year.

Special places like Nantucket Sound deserve focused attention because they are
irreplaceable. They hold meaning that cannot be recreated elsewhere—ecologically,
historically, and spiritually. Once altered, tainted, or damaged, landscapes like the Sound
cannot simply be restored to their former state. Protecting them requires intention,
vigilance, and a shared understanding that some places are too important to lose.



Beyond its cultural and historic importance, the Sound has long shaped the livelihoods
of countless coastal families, from generations of fishermen to those whose work
depends on the water today. It anchors our tourism economy, supports commercial and
recreational fishing, is the setting for everyday recreation and connection to nature, and
stands as a defining piece of our region’s character. Protecting Nantucket Sound means
safeguarding a living piece of coastal heritage—one that cannot be replaced.

As we look ahead to 2026, we do so with hope and optimism. The new year offers another
opportunity to broaden understanding, deepen community connections, and strengthen
our role as stewards of this extraordinary place. Our efforts extend beyond pursuing
National Historic Landmark designation—they reflect our responsibility to protect the
Sound’s history, ecology, and meaning for everyone who depends on it and cherishes it.

Thank you for standing with us in this work. Your support enables us to continue our
mission with clarity and purpose as we enter this new year together.

Warmly,

Audra Parker, President & CEO
Save Our Sound 

What Happens to Nantucket Sound in Winter

Winter may seem quiet on the surface, but
Nantucket Sound undergoes a remarkable
seasonal transformation. As ocean
temperatures drop, cold, dense water sinks
and mixes with warmer layers below—
creating some of the best oxygen
circulation the Sound experiences all year.
This seasonal “reset” supports healthy fish
habitat and strengthens the Sound’s
overall ecological balance.



Colder months also bring a shift in wildlife patterns. While some species migrate, others
thrive in winter conditions. Harbor seals haul out on local beaches, diving into the chilly
water to hunt herring and cod. Loons and eiders arrive from northern regions to feed in
the Sound’s comparatively warmer waters, and bay scallops—one of the Sound’s most
iconic shellfish—complete their life cycle beneath the surface during the coldest months.

Even eelgrass, which appears dormant, is hard at work conserving energy for spring
growth. Beneath the calm winter surface, Nantucket Sound is alive with seasonal
rhythms that sustain the ecosystem all year long.

Here are simple actions you can take in January
to support the Alliance and our efforts to spread
awareness of our mission and designate
Nantucket Sound as a National Historic
Landmark:

1. Renew or Begin Your Annual Support
A new year is the perfect time to make a tax-deductible gift. 100% of donations go
directly toward our work to permanently protect Nantucket Sound and designate it as a
National Historic Landmark. Learn more about donating to our mission at
www.saveoursound.org/donate.

2. Register for our January Webinar!
Learn about the invasive green crab species and their impact on the Sound’s ecosystem.
This ACONS (A Celebration of Nantucket Sound) webinar will be hosted on Thursday,
January 22 (6-7pm), and feature marine biologist Carolyn Tepolt of the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute as our guest speaker. Knowledge is one of the best tools for
preservation.

3. Share Our Mission With a Friend
A quick forward of this newsletter or a shared post on social media helps expand our
community and strengthen advocacy.

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=61047887&srctid=1&erid=-947659187&trid=372762f5-4bf0-47e8-b33d-c4192cbc6fc8&linkid=287975623&isbbox=1&pid=0
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=61047887&srctid=1&erid=-947659187&trid=372762f5-4bf0-47e8-b33d-c4192cbc6fc8&linkid=287975623&isbbox=1&pid=0
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=61047887&srctid=1&erid=-947659187&trid=372762f5-4bf0-47e8-b33d-c4192cbc6fc8&linkid=287975623&isbbox=1&pid=0


This month, we put a spotlight on Bill Gildea, who recently
joined the staff at the Alliance as Development Associate. Bill
is an experienced investor and entrepreneur with proficiency
in clean technology and environmental sustainability. He has
closed a variety of transactions, building ventures from the
ground up while diversifying revenue. He holds an MBA from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

4. Invite the Alliance to Speak
If you are part of a community group, organization, business, or civic association, invite us
to speak at an upcoming meeting or event. We’re always happy to share updates on our
work and Nantucket Sound, explain why this work matters, and connect with more people
who care deeply about the Sound’s future. Call us or email our Vice President of
Community Outreach, John Flores at john@saveoursound.org.

5. Join Our Mailing List (if you're not already on it!)
Receive printed newsletters and updates delivered to your home. Sign up for our print
mailing list on our website at www.saveoursound.org/join-us.

6. Add Your Voice to the Coalition
Sign our petition or encourage your town, organization, or business to join the nearly 100
stakeholders who support permanent protection for Nantucket Sound. Electronically sign
on our website at www.saveoursound.org/petition.

1. What does Nantucket Sound mean to you?

As a child I spent my summers at Maushop Village in Mashpee. I have been swimming,
fishing and paddling in the Sound all my life and learned later that the Wampanoags
worship Maushop as he taught them to fish and hunt. To walk the same trails, fish the
same beaches, swim in the same waters and pick the same berries is a true gift.

mailto:john@saveoursound.org
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=61047887&srctid=1&erid=-947659187&trid=372762f5-4bf0-47e8-b33d-c4192cbc6fc8&linkid=287975627&isbbox=1&pid=0


4. Can you tell us a bit about your past work, past roles, and companies you've worked
with here on the Cape?

I have been an entrepreneur for decades, building and selling several companies. My
business career took me all over North America with the occasional trip to Europe, the
UAE and Australia. As a teenager I caddied at New Seabury and worked at the
Popponesset Inn.

5. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

I practice yoga, use my Reformer, ride my bike, swim, paddle and fish every chance I get.

2. What are your favorite spots to visit around Nantucket Sound?

I tend to stay local, from South Cape Beach to the Popponesset Spit, with the occasional
trip to Sandy Neck, the National Seashore, Martha's Vineyard or Nantucket. When
paddling, I usually stay in Popponesset or Waquoit Bay.

3. Can you tell us a bit about your new role with the Alliance and what you are focused
on in your first few months?

As a Development Associate, I am building on the success that the Alliance has enjoyed to
date. I identify and qualify new donors and hope to broaden our outreach to include
additional foundations and other new sources of financial support.
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