
JULY 2026

Summer is a time when Nantucket Sound is at its busiest. From
recreational boaters and beachgoers to fishermen and families
enjoying the water, the Sound plays a central role in daily life
across the Cape and Islands. It is easy to appreciate its beauty this
time of year, but it is equally important to consider how we ensure
this extraordinary place remains protected for generations to
come.

Recent developments in federal offshore wind policy offer an
important reminder of how quickly governmental priorities can
change. Earlier this month, the current administration withdrew its
appeal of a federal court ruling that had vacated portions of the
January 2025 Presidential Wind Memorandum, leaving the court's 

decision in place and overturning the federal leasing and permitting freeze that had been
challenged in court. As a result, the legal landscape surrounding offshore wind development
and federal leasing policy continues to evolve. Recent events demonstrate that court
decisions, administrative actions, and shifting federal priorities can significantly alter policy
from one administration to the next.

For the Alliance, these developments reinforce a point we have made consistently for many
years: temporary policies, regardless of who implements them, are not the same as permanent
protection. Federal administrations change. Regulations change. Policies can be adopted,
challenged, reversed, and revisited. What remains constant is the need for long-term
stewardship of Nantucket Sound.

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=62668506&srctid=1&erid=-880746724&trid=8bb5d777-ace9-4392-a28d-b2235888eaf7&linkid=289867592&isbbox=1&pid=0


That is why the Alliance continues to pursue National Historic Landmark designation
for the entirety of Nantucket Sound. An NHL designation represents the highest level of
federal historic recognition and protection and would acknowledge the Sound's
extraordinary cultural, tribal, maritime, ecological, and historical significance. Most
importantly, it would establish lasting protection for this nationally significant body of
water well beyond the political and regulatory debates of any particular moment.

Our mission is rooted in a long term vision: ensuring that Nantucket Sound remains a
place where coastal heritage, vibrant marine ecosystems, fishing traditions, recreation,
and community connections continue to thrive for future generations.

As we enjoy another summer on and around the Sound, I am grateful for the support,
dedication, and shared commitment of so many individuals and organizations who
stand with us in this effort. Together, we remain focused on achieving the permanent
recognition and protection that Nantucket Sound deserves. Have a happy summer, and
I hope to see you at one of our upcoming events!

Warm Regards,

Audra Parker
President & CEO

Nantucket Sound's Hidden Nursery
When most people think of Nantucket
Sound in the summer, they picture boats
on the water and lazy days at the beach.
What many don't realize is that beneath
those waters, the Sound is serving another
vital role: functioning as a nursery for
countless marine species.



The relatively shallow, sheltered waters of Nantucket Sound create ideal conditions
for young fish and shellfish during some of the most important stages of their lives. As
water temperatures rise in the spring and summer, juvenile fish find abundant food
and protection among the Sound's eelgrass beds, salt marshes, tidal flats, and coastal
coves. These habitats provide critical shelter from predators while helping young
marine life grow.

Species such as striped bass, bluefish, black sea bass, flounder, squid, and shellfish all
depend on healthy coastal habitats at various points in their life cycles. For many,
Nantucket Sound serves as a place to feed, grow, and gain strength before moving into
deeper offshore waters.

This hidden nursery supports more than just marine life. It also helps sustain the fishing
traditions that have shaped the Cape and Islands for generations. Commercial and
recreational fishing remain an important part of the region's economy and identity, and
many of the species prized by fishermen spend part of their early lives in the Sound.

The connection is a reminder that Nantucket Sound is far more than a scenic backdrop.
It is a living ecosystem where each habitat plays an important role in supporting the
larger web of life. Protecting water quality, preserving critical habitats, and ensuring the
long-term health of the Sound benefits not only wildlife, but also the coastal
communities that depend upon these waters.



This month, we put a spotlight on Megan O’Meara, our
Summer Intern here at the Alliance. Megan is originally from
Northbridge, Massachusetts and currently resides in Dennis.
She is a graduate of Assumption University where she earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and Global
Studies. Megan is entering her third year of law school at
Western New England University School of Law where she is
pursuing a joint JD/MBA program. Having grown up around
Cape Cod, Megan has many lasting family memories tied to
the area and is passionate about preserving the history and
beauty of the Nantucket Sound.

1. What does Nantucket Sound mean to you?

Nantucket Sound has always held a special meaning for me because I grew up spending my
summers on Cape Cod. Some of my favorite memories are tied to the water, whether it was
spending time at the beach, boating, or exploring the beauty of the coastline. Those
experiences created a lifelong connection to the ocean and a deep appreciation for the role
Nantucket Sound plays in the identity of Cape Cod.

As the Alliance continues its work to secure permanent protection and recognition for
Nantucket Sound through National Historic Landmark designation, understanding the
Sound's ecological importance is more important than ever. The Sound's value extends
well beyond what we can see from the shoreline. Every summer, it quietly helps nurture
the next generation of marine life that will sustain these waters for years to come.



2. What are your favorite spots to visit in and around Nantucket Sound?

My favorite places to visit around Nantucket Sound are Nantucket and Monomoy. I love visiting
Nantucket because of its historical and coastal charm. I also enjoy going to Monomoy,
especially seeing the seals.

Beyond the natural beauty of the Sound, I care about preserving the historical
significance of Cape Cod and its waterways. The Sound has shaped the region’s culture,
economy, and way of life for many generations. Protecting Nantucket Sound means
safeguarding not only an important environmental resource, but also a piece of history
that connects the past, present, and future generations.

3. What attracted you to the Alliance and made you interested in spending your summer
working with us?

I was drawn to the Alliance because of its commitment to preserving and protecting Nantucket
Sound. Having spent my summers on Cape Cod, I have developed a deep appreciation for the
area’s beauty and history. The Sound has always been a place where I feel connected to the
environment, and I admire the Alliance’s efforts to ensure that future generations can continue
to experience and value this special place.

I am excited by the opportunity to contribute to an organization whose mission aligns so
closely with my own values, particularly my interest in conservation, advocacy, and history.
Everyone on the team has been incredibly welcoming, and kind, and I have already seen the
passion and dedication that each person brings to the Alliance’s work.

4. What originally sparked your interest in law? Is there an area of particular interest to you?

My interest in law began when I was in middle school. My mom jokes I have been saying I
wanted to be a lawyer forever. I have always been drawn to careers centered on service and
helping others. One area that has long interested me is immigration law because of its impact
on individuals and families. I also come from a family of immigrants and have learned how their
own immigration journeys have shaped their lives. Through my experiences, I have also become
interested in the role prosecutors play in seeking justice, protecting communities, and
upholding the integrity of the legal system.

5. You are currently pursuing both a Juris Doctor and an MBA. What inspired you to take on
both degrees, and how do they complement one another?

I decided to pursue both a Juris Doctor and an MBA because I wanted to develop a broader
skill set that would allow me to better serve my clients. While the JD provides me with the legal
knowledge, and advocacy skills necessary to navigate legal issues, the MBA has strengthened
my understanding of leadership, strategic decision-making, and organizational management.
These two degrees complement one another by combining legal analysis with business strategy
and leadership. This will allow me to approach complex problems with two mindsets.



6. What do you hope to do after graduation?

After graduation, I hope to first pass the bar exam. I am also exploring different opportunities
in fellowships in the Massachusetts and DC areas in the areas of prosecution and immigration
law.

7. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

In my spare time, I like to travel, spend time with my family and friends, needlepoint, and
attend concerts.

Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound
4 Barnstable Road

Hyannis, MA 02601
www.saveoursound.org
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