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Since the Alliance was founded, we have believed that lasting
protection for Nantucket Sound begins with understanding.
People are far more likely to value and protect a place when they
understand what makes it unique. For Nantucket Sound, that
means sharing the knowledge and stories that help us better
understand this remarkable body of water—from its rich
maritime heritage and deep cultural significance, to its
extraordinary marine environment, vibrant fisheries, and vital
role in the economy and identity of the Cape and Islands.

Education plays a critical role in our pursuit of National Historic
Landmark designation to permanently protect this national
treasure. The more people understand what Nantucket Sound 

represents, and why it is nationally significant, the stronger the case becomes for ensuring
its recognition and protection. Our goal has always been to help both the public and
decision-makers see the Sound not simply as a body of water, but as an irreplaceable
historic, cultural, ecological, and economic resource worthy of the nation's highest level of
historic recognition.

This commitment to education inspired us to launch ACONS (A Celebration of Nantucket
Sound) in September 2020. What began as a way to bring people together virtually during a
challenging time has grown into our signature educational program. This month, we proudly
celebrate six years of ACONS.
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Since then, ACONS has welcomed thousands of
participants and featured an extraordinary lineup
of guest speakers, including historians, scientists,
conservationists, authors, artists, educators,
photographers, tribal representatives, musicians,
and many other experts who have generously
shared their knowledge and passion for Nantucket
Sound. We are equally grateful to the many
outstanding organizations that have partnered with
us to promote and make these programs possible,
helping us reach audiences across the Cape and
Islands and far beyond.

This month, we continue that tradition as we welcome acclaimed author and naturalist
David Gessner, who will share the story of one of the Cape's most recognizable birds, the
osprey. This webinar, on Thursday, September 17, is another opportunity to discover how
the natural history of Nantucket Sound continues to shape our region and inspire all who
call it home. I encourage you to register online at www.saveoursound.org/acons.

As we celebrate this milestone, I want to thank everyone who has attended a webinar, asked
a question, shared a program with a friend, or helped us spread the word. Education is most
meaningful when it is shared—and all of our past webinars are available to view anytime on
our website and our YouTube page.

If you have an idea for a future ACONS topic or know of a guest speaker whose work
deserves to be highlighted, we would love to hear from you. Please feel free to email our
Communications Director Peter Eramo (peter@saveoursound.org) with your suggestions.

Together, we will continue to learn from, celebrate, and advocate for one of America's most
extraordinary coastal landscapes. Because the more we understand Nantucket Sound, the
more committed we become to protecting it for generations to come.

Warm regards,

Audra Parker
President & CEO
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As another summer draws to a close, we are grateful for the many opportunities we had
to spend time with friends, supporters, and members of our community who share our
passion for protecting Nantucket Sound.

Last month, we were delighted to gather in Hyannis Port for a special summer reception.
It was a wonderful evening filled with thoughtful conversation, familiar faces, and new
connections as we shared updates on the Alliance's ongoing efforts. Earlir in the season,
we hosted fundraisers at Nauticus Marina and at the Nantucket Yacht Club. Events like
these remind us that our mission is strengthened by the people who believe in it and
stand beside us.

While summer may be winding down, our work continues throughout the year. As a
nonprofit organization, the Alliance relies on the generosity of individuals, families, and
businesses who share our commitment to preserving Nantucket Sound for future
generations. Your support makes it possible for us to continue our research, advocacy,
education, outreach, and preservation efforts every day of the year.



We encourage you to make a tax-deductible contribution. Every gift, no matter the size,
helps us continue working toward the permanent protection and recognition of
Nantucket Sound as a National Historic Landmark. You can donate by visiting our
website at www.saveoursound.org/donate.

Thank you for being part of another remarkable summer. We look forward to seeing many
of you again at future events as we continue this important work together.
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1. What does Nantucket Sound mean to you?

When I was a little kid, my grandfather would take me and my sister out on his sailboat. We'd
set out of Oyster Pond in Chatham and head across Stage Harbor to the Half Moon. It was
as far as we went in the boat. But over the sand and through the sharp beach grass, we'd
trek to catch the view of Monomoy Island and Nantucket Sound. You know the bit in The
Lion King where Simba's dad tells him, "everything the light touches is ours"? Looking out
over Nantucket Sound as a little kid felt like looking out at everything the light touches. The
world went on forever and in every direction. The sky was open, the sea was deep, the
waves crashed in from unknown lands. I bet if you'd asked 6-year-old Katy, she'd tell you
that the Bermuda Triangle was in Nantucket Sound along with every shipwreck and giant sea
monster ever known.

2. What are your favorite spots to visit in and around Nantucket Sound?

When I was a kid, it was absolutely that spot south of Stage Harbor. Over the last decade or
so, I've viewed Nantucket Sound from South Cape Beach in Mashpee more than anywhere
else. Living in the Upper Cape, I find South Cape Beach the easiest to access for a brilliant
view of the islands across the Sound. 

This month, we put a spotlight on Katy Acheson. Katy is the
Executive Director of the Cape Cod Blue Economy Foundation
for the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce. Prior to joining the
Cape Cod Chamber staff in Spring 2022, Katy worked for the
Mashpee Chamber of Commerce for almost ten years. She is a
US Chamber Foundation Business Leads Fellow as well as a
graduate of US Chamber Institute for Organization
Management, Institute for Nonprofit Practice, and Cape
Leadership Institute. She has a master's degree in professional
writing from UMass Dartmouth. Katy is a member of the Seaport
Economic Council, loves spending time at the New England
Aquarium, and wishes everyone would get more creative with
their out of office autoreply messages..
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4. For those who may not know, can you explain to us what the Blue Economy is -- and why
it is important to the Cape & Islands?

Most of the time, when you see "blue economy" it means ocean business. Globally, the blue
economy includes industries like commercial or recreational fishing, aquatic research,
seaweed or shellfish farming, salt mining, international shipping, water sports, and tourism.
On Cape Cod, we also include industries related to marshes, rivers, ponds, bogs, and of
course, the canal. I think there are three factors that make the blue economy a relevant and
important focus for the region. One, we're surrounded. Our 550-mile coastline peninsula
and the two iconic islands stick out into the Atlantic like offerings to Poseidon himself. We
all have salt on our skin and sand between our toes, and we all know how to drive in dense
fog. It is part of who and what we are here. Two, every year millions of people from around
the world come to visit us. They spend billions of dollars to play in the sand, taste the best
clam chowder, and bask in the uninterrupted nature of our beaches. Beach days are our
number one export. Three, we're vulnerable. We're made of sand that shifts from year to
year. The ocean slowly nibbles away at the edges of the land. Storms lift trees from the
ground roots and all. We're a bit hard to get to (and we like it that way) which makes it hard 

3. Can you tell us a bit about the Cape Cod Blue Economy Foundation -- and your role as
Executive Director?

Sure. The Cape Cod Blue Economy Foundation was formed by the Cape Cod Chamber of
Commerce in 2017 to receive a Seaport Economic Council grant. The result of that grant
was the Blue Economy Project and Expedition Blue. The Blue Economy Project is a
substantial report that details the economic make-up of our region's blue or ocean
economy. It also outlined industry-specific events, programs, and initiatives. Currently,
we're working on an update to the plan with economic data from 2025. Expedition Blue is a
trail across Cape Cod and both Islands made of real-world structures that orient visitors
towards maritime significant spots such as harbors, landings, or the different bridges at the
Cape Cod Canal, for example. Today, the work of the Cape Cod Blue Economy Foundation
carries on from the goals set in the Blue Economy Project. We have three core focus areas:
connecting people to their environment, inspiring learning, and sharing our knowledge with
the world.

As Executive Director, it's my responsibility to bring these focus areas to life. With the
support of our incredible board of directors and Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce staff, we
hold events, host interns, research, connect with other blue economy professionals, speak
up, and represent the region's blue economy businesses everywhere we go.
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for us to get away. Evacuating all year-round residence of the Cape, Nantucket, and
Martha's Vineyard would take logistics far beyond most people's ability or comprehension.
I don't look forward to the day that has to happen. So, why is it important? It's who we are,
it's what we offer, and it's what we stand to lose.

5. How does a healthy Nantucket Sound contribute to a strong blue economy?

My answer to this question is the same as I would give regarding any body of water. It's all
connected. There are not five separate oceans. There is just one wet planet. For any life to
grow, for any business to thrive, for creative solutions to challenges, we all need to protect
and love the natural spaces we inhabit. To protect and love, we need understanding. Blue
Economy industries are about understanding the world beneath the waves so that we can
all protect and love the water that surrounds us and gives us life.

6. What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

For the last year, I've been learning the art of crochet. I love creating little creatures out of
string. It feels like performing magic.
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